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2024 Mercedes-Benz GLE: Trendsetting luxury SUV now even better 

 Electrified: new GLE 450e 4MATIC plug-in hybrid model 

 Even more to experience: new tech features for off-road driving and towing 

 Digitized: MBUX infotainment system now even more intelligent 

 

The Mercedes-Benz GLE model range introduces a host of updates for 2024 with a refined exterior and 

interior, as well as expanded technology and equipment. Powertrains are electrified throughout the model 

range and include the new GLE 450e 4MATIC plug-in hybrid, in addition to mild hybrids with a 48-volt system 

and Integrated Starter Generator (ISG). The 2024 Mercedes-Benz GLE model range will arrive at U.S. 

dealerships in 2023.  

Off-road and towing technology 

The Off-Road Engineering Package, available for the GLE 580 4MATIC, includes an underride guard and, in 

combination with AIRMATIC air suspension, provides 1.2 inches more ground clearance.  

The Off-Road Mode in the MBUX display turns special content such as gradient, roll angle, compass and 

steering angle into a visual experience. In conjunction with the Surround View system with 360-degree 

camera, it also offers the "transparent hood" function. When the Off-Road Mode is active, the central display 

shows a virtual view of under the front of the vehicle, including the front wheels and steering position. The 

view is composed of images from the 360-degree camera. This technology enables the driver to better 

recognize obstacles in their path and also offers advantages when maneuvering steep inclines or crests. 

The new Trailer Maneuvering Assist works via a camera-based system and is also suitable for trailers 

equipped with a separate stabilization device. The optional assist system makes maneuvering with a trailer 

even easier, more convenient and safer. It automatically regulates the steering angle of the towing vehicle up 

to a speed of 3 mph and an uphill gradient of up to 15 percent. It is also integrated into MBUX and can be 

operated intuitively via the touchscreen. In addition to stabilizing the vehicle/trailer combination when 

reversing, the system can also guide the trailer around freely selectable turns of up to 90 degrees. The 

steering of the towing vehicle is operated automatically so that the selected angle is maintained. This allows 

more precise positioning of the trailer. The driver can also select a corresponding function once the trailer has 

reached the desired direction and needs to reverse in a straight line. The entire maneuvering process can be 

followed from different camera perspectives on the central display. Dynamic guide lines show the path ahead 
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and the vehicle width. The system must be briefly trained. However, no markings on the trailer are necessary 

for the visual measurement of the drawbar length. 

Thanks to improved surround sensors, the parking systems give the driver even better support when 

maneuvering. Integrated into MBUX, they can be operated more intuitively and quickly. Steering Assist now 

remains activated in towing mode to help the driver to stay in lane automatically, even when cornering 

slightly.  

Exterior design 

A number of detailed changes to the exterior give the GLE a distinctly more modern appearance. The new 

front bumper provides more visual presence. Two horizontal louvres with chrome inserts run through the 

radiator grille of the GLE. The grille of the outer air intakes has been given a horizontal chrome accent.  

The so-called "light flare" in the headlamps is characteristic of Mercedes-Benz. With the standard LED High-

Performance headlamps, two light points complement the distinctive daytime running light design, while with 

the optional MULTIBEAM LED headlamps there are four light points. The designers also revised the interior of 

the taillights: on the GLE, the light signet is formed by two horizontal blocks. The ambient lighting with 

animated projection of the Mercedes-Benz pattern is available as a new optional extra. 

The AMG Line exterior is standard on the GLE 580 4MATIC and optional on all other GLE models. Elements of 

this line include the diamond grille with Mercedes-Benz pattern in chrome, AMG front fascia with chrome trim 

element, AMG side sill panels and wheel arch cladding in body color, as well as the AMG rear fascia with 

diffuser-look insert. 

The generously sized simulated underride guard has also been redesigned on the GLE as part of the facelift. 

Fresh additions to the color palette include Twilight Blue Metallic and MANUFAKTUR Alpine Grey. Three new 

alloy wheels in 19- and 20-inch sizes complete the lineup of choices for the GLE. These feature a high-sheen 

finish and a five-twin-spoke design. Vehicles with the AMG Line exterior can be fitted with new 21- and 22-

inch wheel designs.  

Interior with fine details from the Mercedes-Maybach GLS and Mercedes S-Class 

Inside, the GLE features a new steering wheel with sensor surfaces on the horizontal spokes. With these 

touch elements on the right and left, the driver can operate the both the driver and central displays from the 

steering wheel.  

The interior is also elevated by the chrome finish of the center and side air vents – previously exclusive to the 

Mercedes-Maybach GLS. Catalana Beige/Black and Bahia Brown/Black interior colorways have been added as 

well.  

The trim range continues to be broadly diversified between classic and progressive. Familiar from the 

Mercedes-Maybach GLS and now also available for the GLE is the MANUFAKTUR Black Piano Lacquer Flowing 

Lines trim. With ambient lighting, the same colors and color palettes can be selected as in the S-Class. Two 

USB ports delivering 100W of power are available in the rear armrest as practical charging options. 

 

The premium audio system is the Burmester® surround sound system, which now also features personal 

sound setup as well as the Dolby Atmos® immersive audio experience. With the "Online Music" service1, 

Mercedes-Benz has comprehensively integrated many music streaming providers into the MBUX infotainment 

                                                        
1 In order to be able to use the Online Music service, customers will require a separate personal contract with a selected streaming provider. A certain 

data volume is also necessary. 
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system. The Burmester® surround sound system further features 13 speakers, a 9-channel DSP amplifier and 

a system output of 590 watts.  

Latest generation of MBUX: intuitively operated and capable of learning 

With the second generation MBUX infotainment system, the GLE interior becomes even more digital and 

intelligent, as both the hardware and software have made great strides. Numerous vehicle and comfort 

functions can be controlled on the infotainment screens in brilliant display views. The sizes of the driver and 

central displays, each measuring 12.3 inches, have been retained. The central display can be operated directly 

and conveniently as a touchscreen. Apple CarPlay and Android Auto are now available wirelessly. 

The driver and central displays offer a holistic, aesthetic experience with information presented in a clear, 

structured manner. The appearance can be individualized with a total of three display styles (Classic, Sporty, 

Discreet) and four modes (Navigation, Assistance, Service, Off-Road).  

Hey Mercedes: the increasingly sharp voice assistant 

The voice assistant "Hey Mercedes" becomes more interactive and capable of learning by activating online 

services in the Mercedes me App. Moreover, certain actions can be performed even without the activation 

keyword "Hey Mercedes," including taking a phone call. "Hey Mercedes" also explains vehicle functions upon 

hearing the "Help" command, and provides assistance when asked how to connect a smartphone by Bluetooth 

or where the first-aid kit can be found, for example. "Hey Mercedes" even recognizes the position of the 

occupants. In addition, other vehicle functions such as the interior lighting or the blinds can now be 

controlled by voice command. 

"Over-the-air" (OTA) updates: the latest software  

As soon as a new software update for the GLE becomes available from Mercedes-Benz, a message appears in 

MBUX. The update is downloaded and installed in the background. The user must then explicitly agree again 

to the activation of the update. 

Powertrain: systematic electrification 

Thanks to mild hybrids with 48-volt technology and the Integrated Starter Generator, as well as the new GLE 

450e 4MATIC plug-in hybrid, the entire GLE model range is electrified.  

The GLE 450e 4MATIC is equipped with a permanently excited 134 hp synchronous motor, for a combined 

system output of up to 381 hp and 479 lb-ft of system torque. The Hybrid drive program provides the electric 

driving mode for the most appropriate driving situations. During city driving, for example, the GLE prioritizes 

electric driving. Thanks to an Off-Road drive program, the plug-in hybrid can also drive electrically on off-road 

terrain. The GLE 450e 4MATIC is equipped standard with an 11 kW AC and 60 kW DC on-board charger.   
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At a glance 

 

  GLE 350 

4MATIC 

GLE 450 

4MATIC 

GLE 580 

4MATIC 

Displacement cc 1,999 2,999 3,982 

Output hp 255 375 510 

at rpm 5,800 5,800-6,100 5,500 

Add. output (Boost) hp 20 20 21 

Peak torque lb-ft 295 369 538 

at rpm 2,000-3,200 1,800-5,000 2,250-4,500 

Add. torque (Boost) lb-ft 148 148 184 

Acceleration 0-60 mph s 7.0 5.3 4.3 

Top speed mph 130 130 130 

 

 

  GLE 450e 

4MATIC 

Displacement cc 1,999 

Output, combustion engine hp 248 

Torque, combustion engine lb-ft 295 

Output, electric motor hp 134 

Torque, electric motor lb-ft 325 

Combined system output hp 381 

Combined system torque lb-ft 479 

Capacity of high-voltage battery (usable) kWh 23.3 

Top speed  mph 130 

Acceleration 0-60 mph s 5.8 

Electric range mi TBA 

 

 

Success story: the Tuscaloosa plant 

When the plant was founded in 1995, the location was the first major Mercedes-Benz plant outside Germany. 

Approximately two-thirds of annual production is exported, making Mercedes-Benz U.S. International (MBUSI) 

one of the largest automotive exporters in the U.S. Since 1997, around four million vehicles have rolled off the 

assembly line at the plant in Tuscaloosa, including 260,000 SUVs produced in 2021 alone.  

The Tuscaloosa plant uses modern digital, sustainable, efficient and flexible production methods. The site 

follows the blueprint of Factory 56 in Sindelfingen, Germany, which symbolizes the future of automotive 

production at Mercedes-Benz. Investments were made in flexible production at an early stage and the 

modern digital production ecosystem MO360 is also used. This enables Mercedes-Benz in Tuscaloosa to 

produce models with combustion engines, plug-in hybrids and fully electric vehicles in large quantities in 

parallel. 

# # # 
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About Mercedes Benz 

Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA), headquartered in Atlanta, is responsible for the distribution, marketing and customer 

service for all Mercedes-Benz products in the United States. MBUSA offers drivers the most diverse lineup in the luxury 

segment with 18 model lines ranging from the sporty GLA SUV to the flagship S-Class and the dynamic all-electric 

Mercedes-EQ family. MBUSA is also responsible for Mercedes-Benz Vans in the U.S. More information on MBUSA and 

its products can be found at www.mbusa.com and www.mbvans.com. 

 

Accredited journalists can visit our media site at media.mbusa.com. 

 

 

Contacts: 
Michael Minielly  Michael.minielly@mbusa.com 

Cathleen Decker  Cathleen.decker@mbusa.com 

https://media.mbusa.com/

