
 
 

 
 

 
MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS NAMED MOTORTREND 2021 CAR OF THE YEAR 

 
LOS ANGELES – November 16, 2020 – MotorTrend announced today that the Mercedes-Benz E-
Class lineup is the winner of MotorTrend’s 2021 “Golden Calipers” for Car of the Year, the most 
prestigious and sought-after honor by the world’s automotive manufacturers. Whether in 
sedan, wagon, coupe, or convertible form, be it straightforward transport or thrilling 
performance model, the E-Class reflects an excellence that is the industry benchmark. 
 
"The E-Class carries the stout imprimatur of old-school luxury, from the graining of the wood to 
the suppleness of the leather seats, to the consistency of design all around the exterior and 
interior. Yet it also carries the latest in automotive technology, be it in the realm of safety, 
assisted driving, or infotainment," said Mark Rechtin, MotorTrend editor-in-chief. "There is 
something simply reassuring about sitting inside a whisper-quiet-yet-thunderous Mercedes-
Benz." 
 
When evaluating this year’s group of 18 new or redesigned vehicles, with 30 variants, for Car of 
the Year against the six key criteria, the E-Class was the clear winner for MotorTrend judges. The 
E-Class delivers on every front you can think of: safety, efficiency, and value, advancement in 
design, engineering excellence, and performance of the intended function. 
 
What is perhaps most impressive is that the E-Class extends its brilliance across all body types 
and performance measures. Whatever the shape or task, the E-Class excels. The sedan is firmly 
in the “family transport“ milieu without sacrificing performance when asked. The coupe is rigid 
and gutsy, while the convertible a luxe conveyance with a top-down “Air Cap“ and “Air Scarf” 
that will keep your torso warm and your hair perfectly coiffed. And the AMG E 63 S Wagon is a 
thunderbolt that will transform anyone’s preconceived notion of a Montessori-mobile. 
 
“It is a true honor for the MotorTrend team to recognize the new Mercedes-Benz E-Class family 
with this prestigious and highly coveted award,” said Adam Chamberlain, Vice President of 
Sales, Mercedes-Benz USA. “As the heart of our brand, the E-Class offers a highly compelling 
combination of distinctive design, luxurious interior appointments, advanced technology and 
sophisticated safety systems. This seamless interplay of emotion and intelligence appeals to 
both the hearts and minds of our customers.” 
 
In winning this coveted award, the Mercedes-Benz E-Class outperformed five other finalists: the 
BMW 8-Series Gran Coupe, Hyundai Sonata, Mercedes-Benz CLA-Class, Nissan Sentra, and 
Porsche Taycan. 
 
In awarding the Mercedes-Benz E-Class its Car of the Year status, MotorTrend’s senior features 
editor Jonny Lieberman summarizes, “Mercedes could have slapped some new body panels on, 
updated the engines, and called it a day. But the engineers went the extra mile. They pulled the 
all-nighter. The Mercedes is a superior vehicle in terms of ride quality, dynamics, kinematics, or 
any other measurements you can think of. The result? Car of the Year." 



 
About MOTORTREND  
MOTORTREND®, a media brand of MotorTrend Group, was founded in 1949 and is 
internationally recognized as one of the leading brands in the automotive category. The 
MOTORTREND brand is composed of Discovery’s MotorTrend Network, formerly Velocity; 
MotorTrend magazine; the award-winning website MotorTrend.com; MotorTrend App 
subscription video on-demand service; MotorTrend Auto Shows; MotorTrend Audio; 
MotorTrend en Español; MotorTrend India; and the renowned MotorTrend Car of the Year, SUV 
of the Year, Truck of the Year, Person of the Year, and Best Driver’s Car awards programs. 
 
About Mercedes-Benz USA 
Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA), headquartered in Atlanta, is responsible for the distribution, 
marketing and customer service for all Mercedes-Benz products in the United States.  MBUSA 
offers drivers the most diverse lineup in the luxury segment with 15 model lines ranging from 
the sporty A-Class Sedan to the flagship S-Class and the Mercedes-AMG GT Black Series.   
MBUSA is also responsible for Mercedes-Benz Vans in the U.S. More information on MBUSA and 
its products can be found at www.mbusa.com and www.mbsprinterusa.com. 
Accredited journalists can visit our media site at www.media.mbusa.com.  
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