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Matt Fassnacht and Christian Szymczak Co-Drive to Victory at Watkins Glen
International in No. 34 Murillo Racing Mercedes-AMG GT4

Mercedes-AMG GT4 Secures Sixth Victory of Pirelli
GT4 America Season with Murillo Racing at
Watkins Glen International

WATKINS GLEN, New York. Mercedes-AMG Motorsport Customer Racing team
Murillo Racing scored its sixth victory of the 2019 Pirelli GT4 America season Sunday
at Watkins Glen International. Matt Fassnacht and Christian Szymczak co-drove the
No. 34 Murillo Racing Mercedes-AMG GT4 to the victory in the 60-minute SprintX
race, the team’s sixth win in the last five Pirelli GT4 America event weekends.

Sunday’s victory, which followed a third-place finish for the No. 34 in Saturday’s first
60-minute race at The Glen, was another strong performance for the California-based
Murillo Racing team. Szymczak started Sunday’s race from third and ran no lower
than fourth and in the lead pack throughout his opening stint.

A strategy call by the Murillo team to bring Szymczak to the pits a couple of laps
before the competition, and the well-executed stop that followed, proved to be the
key moves of the race at the halfway mark.

Taking over from Szymczak, Fassnacht drove as fast as he could on cold tires in his
first lap out of the pits. Fassnacht’s hustle, and the solid pit work and strategy,
combined to put the No. 34 in first place after full-field pit stops were completed.

Fassnacht stayed on pace and maintained a several-second lead in the opening laps
of his stint only to see the gap erased when a full-course caution slowed the field for

a multi-car, on-track incident.

The field circulated under caution for several laps as race officials determined
significant safety barrier repairs were needed and called the race with eight minutes
remaining. The early end sealed the victory for Fassnacht, who crossed the finish line
under waving checkered and yellow flags.
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Sunday’s win follows SprintX victories by Szymczak and Kenny Murillo in the No. 34 &

in the race weekends preceding The Glen at Sonoma Raceway and Portland

International Raceway earlier this summer.

Fassnacht and Szymczak scored the first SprintX win of the season for both the
Mercedes-AMG GT4 and Murillo Racing in May at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park
(CTMP).

The first two victories of the year for the Mercedes-AMG GT4 and Murillo Racing were
Fassnacht’s sweep of the weekend’s single-driver Pirelli GT4 America Sprint races at
VIRginia International Raceway (VIR) in April.

A second Mercedes-AMG Motorsport Customer Racing team made it to Pirelli GT4
America victory lane for the first time Sunday at The Glen.

In just the team’s second start in the series, Mark Ramsey and Alexandre Premat co-
drove the No. 592 Ramsey Racing/EXR Team by Premat Mercedes-AMG GT4 to a
fifth-place overall finish and second in the national Pro-Am class.

In the weekend’s twin Blancpain GT World Challenge America 90-minute races, DXDT
Racing and its pair of Mercedes-AMG GT3 entries combined for three Pro-Am class
top-five finishes.

George Kurtz and Colin Braun finished fourth Saturday and fifth Sunday in No. 04

DXDT Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3. David Askew and Ryan Dalziel co-drove to a fifth-
place finish in the No. 63 DXDT Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3 on Saturday after Dalziel
qualified earlier that morning third overall and on the Pro-Am pole for Sunday’s race.

Next up for Mercedes-AMG Motorsport Customer Racing teams in Blancpain GT
World Challenge America and Pirelli GT4 America competition is the second-to-last
event weekend of the year at Road America, September 20 - 22.

Matt Fassnacht, Driver - No. 34 Murillo Racing Mercedes-AMG GT4: “| want to
thank Murillo Racing for a great car this weekend, and Christian for driving a good,
clean race. The Mercedes-AMG GT4 is absolutely a proper race car. The beauty of it
is that it is just so good on the long runs. Our strategy was to just drive the car the
way we wanted to drive it and be there at the end. You still have to be flexible and
adaptable, and when that gaggle of cars was fighting in front in the first stint, the
Murillo Racing team decided to bring the car in early. | had to pound that out lap to



Page 3
jump the field and it paid off. Unfortunately, we couldn’t run to the end under the &

green, but the car was getting better and better. The end result was obviously good,

1”

but | would have liked more green-flag time in the car

Christian Szymczak, Driver - No. 34 Murillo Racing Mercedes-AMG GT4: “It
feels really good. We have hit our stride together as a team, and with the Mercedes-
AMG GT4, and everybody is working together really well. Everything has kind of fallen
into place now, and it is really good to see that. Our plan was for me to go out there
and hang in there with the front pack and not wear the tires out too much. We figured
if we could get a good stop done, get Matt in the car smoothly and back on track, we
could get him out in the lead. That’s exactly what happened. We pretty much
executed as anticipated.”

David Askew, Driver - No. 63 DXDT Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3: “Our goal
coming in was to go to The Glen and get our cars as fast as we could and as good as
we could. | wanted to have to have two good races, finish both races, have some
good racing and have some fun. Ryan and Colin are good pros and coaches and do a
great job working so hard on our cars all weekend. On our team we took advantage
of Ryan’s expertise and all of the track time to really get our Mercedes-AMG GT3
dialed in. He then went out and qualified P3 overall for Sunday’s race.”

Ryan Dalziel, Driver - No. 63 DXDT Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3: “Tough
weekend but some positives. We for sure found some good speed in our Mercedes-
AMG GT3 in qualifying trim, but both races we struggled to match that performance.
So, we need to take a good look at our data and figure that out for Road America.
Sad not to translate our strong qualifying run into a podium but on to the next one.”

Colin Braun, Driver - No. 04 DXDT Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3: “The DXDT
Racing guys prepared a fast Mercedes-AMG GT3 for Watkins Glen. George had a
great drive on Saturday and Sunday, and the team had great execution all weekend
long. It was a solid weekend, but we definitely want more. Looking forward to Road
America in a couple weeks!”
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Baron Smith Tel.: +1 770-705-3537 baron.smith@mbusa.com
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Jochen Ubler  Tel.: +49 (0) 7144 302-92 470  jochen.uebler@daimler.com

Further information from Mercedes-Benz, Mercedes-AMG and Mercedes-Benz USA

is available on the Internet: www.media.daimler.com, www.mercedes-benz.com and

www.mbusa.com.

For more information on AMG Customer Sports, please visit www.mercedes-
amg.com/customerracing.




